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Contemporary authoritarianism can be understood under the title of "electoral
authoritarianism"; The simplest definition of this type of authoritarianism is defined as:
"When a democratic veneer covers the facade of authoritarian government." In general, by
looking at these regimes, we find that their common feature is "the use of nominal democratic
institutions". Despite using these institutions, the above regimes have never been able to act
in accordance with the standards of democracy; This factor has also caused such regimes to
have higher levels of political unrest than regimes without elections. With these
interpretations, the focus of this study is to investigate and analyze mechanisms to understand
the Iranian political system.

In this research, I use the qualitative research method to investigate the theoretical framework
in the framework of Iran's electoral authoritarian regime. Considering this issue, this thesis is
theoretically placed in the literature of social movements and empirically in the
democratization strategies of electoral authoritarian regimes. With these interpretations, I try
to expand the framework of political unrest by using the thesis of "Non movements" in order
to investigate it practically in selected areas.

In the fourth chapter, where the analysis takes place; In terms of structure, it is divided into
several parts: the first part, I discuss the evolution of the political regime in Iran; In the second
part, in addition to identifying the period of electoral authoritarianism, I compare the features
of electoral authoritarianism with Iran; In the third part, I use the theoretical framework of
"directional non-movements" and social movements to understand how political unrest; And
in the fourth and final section, I will talk about the relationship between legitimizing
strategies and the political system.

In general, the Islamic Republic of Iran has endured many anomalies and challenges in its
domestic and foreign policy in its turbulent path; So that, despite facing domestic opposition
and foreign hostility, it has been able to survive. Finally, the Islamic Republic is at a
crossroads today; Islamic Republic of iran, must either reconsider her policies or face a future
that may be full of chaos. Indeed, the intertwined requirements of regime preservation,
deterrence from external threats, domestic development and security policies; They are
supposed to determine Iran's future path.

Keywords: political unrest, electoral authoritarianism, political regime, Middle East,
democracy
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